FRC Family Worship Devotional
“God is Silent”
PRAY: have a parent open up in prayer
“Father God, thank you for this family. Open our hearts at this
time, so that we may be a blessing to everyone this week.
Amen.”
Ask: What is one thing you remember from our last lessons?
Remind children about how the people have returned to the land, they rebuilt the temple and the city. But, Malachi tells us that after time passed, they fell back into their
sinful habits.

Say: Did you know that there was 400 years of silence between the last Old Testament book, Malachi and the first New
Testament book, Matthew.
Ask: How would you feel if you had not talked to a parent in a
very long time?
Help kids realize that they would probably be sad. But when we are sad for a long time,
sometimes our sadness turns to angry. Sometimes we are angry, instead of

Say: In today’s story, God’s people lived a long time without
hearing from Him. Their sadness turned to anger. But in the
middle of it all, there was a small sign of hope for them: the
burning of a candle.

God is Silent
After the prophet Malachi died, there was a long silence from
God. For 400 years, the people of God would worship God in the temple, but they would not hear anything from Him. The people enjoyed
not being controlled by other nations, but only for a short time. The
prophet Daniel prophesied that many nations would rise up! And that
is what happened.
A people called the “Greeks” came and invaded Israel. And a
man named Antiochus Ephiphanius IV
(Anti-o-kus Ee-pif-a-nee-us) came with
his armies. He built a statue of the
Greek god Zeus and put it in the temple
of Jerusalem. He even made it illegal for
the Jewish people to worship the One
True God.
“How could this be?” They wondered, “has God forgotten about us?”
Statue of Zeus
And they were very sad. After a long
time their sadness turned into anger. And three brothers with the last
name Macabee (mak-a-bee) made a small army to kick the Greek out.
One day, their army won, and as they went to go back into the temple
of God—they found that God had already knocked down the statue of
Zeus! When the people saw this they worshipped because it looked
like the false god was worshipping the One True God.
Story telling tip: light a candle as you read this story from history

However, the people were very poor because the Greeks had taken a lot
of their things away. The people of God went to light a candle—but they
only had enough oil to burn the candle for one day. But then a miracle
happened. God allowed the candle to burn for EIGHT DAYS! This became a sign of hope! This was a small
reminder, that even though God was silent—He had not forgotten them!
The people would need this hope because God would be silent for another
200 years. And another people called the
Romans would come and take over their
land. And again they waited for God in
sadness.
And they waited until one day an angel
came and told Mary that she would give
birth to a baby boy—and He would be
called Jesus because he will take away
the sins of the world! At last God had broken His silence!

The menorah is lit on Hanukkah
to celebrate the miracle of the candle
burning for 8 days
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Ask: Did you notice anything different about this story?
Say: Right! This is the one story that has not been a Bible story. But it is still true and we can learn about God in true stories.
Ask: Why do you think God was silent for so long?
Say: Believe it or not we do not really know! God could have
been trying to test His people to see if they would still obey
Him. But what we do know is that God used this long silence
as a part of His plan to bring Jesus into the world!
Ask: Does the candle burning remind you of something that
we do at church, during Christmas time?
Say: We light advent candles as we wait to celebrate Christmas. Just like the people were waiting for the Messiah to
come, we light a candle as a sign of waiting and of hope. Jesus
came to earth already, but we believe that one day Jesus will
come back. And when he does that he will make everything
perfect. In fact, Jesus tells us in Revelation that when he
comes back there won’t be any more sadness, or crying. He is
going to make everything perfect!

PRACTICE YOUR FAITH
An important part of practicing faith is putting into action what we read about in the
Bible! Take some time to think of ways to live out what we read in Nehemiah.

Ask: How can we celebrate Christmas full of hope this year?
When we celebrate Christmas, we can thank God for sending Jesus once to die
on the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. But we can also start practicing what life
will be like when Jesus returns! Our good actions today, are practice for eternity with
Jesus.

Use “The Gospel God’s Plan for Us” to talk in a kid-friendly way with your family about
what it means for Jesus to save us from our sins.

Hint for next week

