FRC Family Worship Devotional
“Malachi the Prophet”
PRAY: have a parent open up in prayer
“Father God, thank you for this family. Open our hearts at this
time, so that we may be a blessing to everyone this week.
Amen.”
Say: Let’s see of you remember the answer to this question:
who is in control of everything? Let the everyone offer some answers before reading the next sentence

That’s right—God is in control of everything in heaven and on
earth. As we have read the Bible, we learned how God’s
people had been through some pretty hard times. But no
matter what, God was still in control. We might not always
understand God’s timing, but we can trust that God is in
control of everything in heaven and on earth.

Ask: What are some things your parents make you do when a
special guest is coming over?
Prime kids to answer things like clean up your room & put away toys.

Say: In today’s story, we will learn about a prophet named
Malachi. He would help God’s people prepare for the coming
of the Messiah!

Read Malachi the Prophet
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Take to Heart
As a family, take time to memorize the Key Bible Passage over the next several weeks!
Take it to heart and notice how God’s Word becomes alive in you!

“For I know the places I have for you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you
a hope and a future” — Jeremiah 29:11

Learn
Say: Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets. He
spoke to God’s people about 100 years AFTER they had
returned home from Babylon. God used Nehemiah to rebuild
Jerusalem’s wall. God’s people repented and promised to
obey God. As often happens, God’s people chose to sin again.
So Malachi spoke to them to give them a wake up call: repent
and prepare for the Messiah to come!
Ask: What did God warn the people about?
Say: God warns his people because He loves them. He
warned them that there is a cost to pay for their sin. That one
day, judgement is coming and God will punish sin and reward
righteousness.

Say: Even though it was
not easy to follow God,
Malachi told God’s
people to be patient—
because God had not
forgotten them.

Ask: Why was God so unhappy with the people’s sacrifices?
Say: God’s people were offering sacrifices not from the best
of their animals. But from the sick or lame animals they had.
Because of that, the people were going through the motions
of worship, but their hearts were not in it.

Ask: When is it easy to follow God? When is it difficult?
Say: It can be easy to follow God when we feel close to God
and our hearts of full of love. But it can be harder when God
feels far away. 400 years would go by before God’s people
heard another word from God. But Jesus comes as the final
messenger of God. Jesus not only tells us about the good
news of God’s salvation. He gives it to us freely when he died
on the cross in our place! Jesus did what all the prophets said
he would do!

PRACTICE YOUR FAITH
An important part of practicing faith is putting into action what we read about in the
Bible! Take some time to think of ways to live out what we read in Nehemiah.

Ask: What can we do when we realize that we are living in sin?
We, like God’s people in Malachi can forget about God and sin. However, when we are
reminded of our sin, we can confess it to God and we can ask God to restore us. Jesus
paid the price for our sin once and for all. Because of Jesus, we don’t need to worry if
God will forgive us or not. He has already forgiven us in Jesus.

PRAY
Have an older child who can read lead the family in a prayer

“God thank you so much that Jesus died on the cross for us.
Thank you that our sins can be forgiven. Help us to remember
to always love you and obey you. Amen”

Use “The Gospel God’s Plan for Us” to talk in a kid-friendly way with your family about
what it means for Jesus to save us from our sins.

Hint for next week

