The Walls Rebuilt
Optional: Sing “Be Still and Know” - music is available @ firstrefchurch.ca

Pray have kids repeat after an adult who leads the prayer
“Dear Lord, please help us to listen and hear this story. As we learn how
Nehemiah helped to rebuild the walls in Jerusalem, may we know that you always
help and protect your people.”

Ask Have you ever had something that you really loved that was broken?

Maybe something happened to it that caused it to break. How did it make you
feel?

Say Today we are going to learn about Nehemiah and how he helped rebuild the
walls around Jerusalem. You might be thinking, why do they need to be rebuilt?
What happened to them?

Well, Babylon was conquered by the Persians and much of the city of Jerusalem
was destroyed. God helped his people to be able to return to their homes (many
of them returned to Judah) and the city of Jerusalem was left all broken and sad
for 70 years. The city needed to be repaired and restored.
Nehemiah stayed in Persia and he worked as a cupbearer for the King. The King
told Nehemiah that he could go to Jerusalem. Let’s read today’s Bible story to
see what happened!

LEARN
Ask Why do you think that it’s important for the city to have walls and a gate

around it? We don’t have walls around our city! Why do you think they rebuilt
the walls around Jerusalem?

Answer

City walls were important to help protect the people who lived in the

city. In Bible times, there could be a fight to win a city, and the walls helped to
keep enemies out! It helped make the people who lived in the city feel safe. The
gates to the city were a place where the people would often meet each other. City
gates were often used a meeting place for buying and selling or meeting their
friends and family

Ask Do you think God is still protecting us today, even if we don’t have walls
around our city? How does God keep us safe?

Say God is always watching over us from Heaven and taking care of us.

Yes,

sometimes we get hurt and bad things happen, but God is always there to comfort
us. God protects us in ways that we cannot see with our eyes! It’s amazing!

Ask Who is in control of everything?

We know the answer is GOD! Nehemiah

helped to rebuild the gates, but God is the one who made sure Nehemiah knew
about it and was able to finish the job. The King sent Nehemiah to Jerusalem, but
God was working through him to do that too. Isn’t God amazing?

Say All of these stories fit together in one big timeline!

The jews, God’s people,

had been taken into exile in Babylon for 70 years and they were allowed to return
to their homes. Then, after those 70 years, they went back to Jerusalem to rebuild
the temple. Some jews stayed in Persia, including a young girl name Esther who
helped persuade the King to not follow Hamman’s evil plan to destroy all of the
jews living in Persia. Several yeas later, Nehemiah wanted to know how the jews

were doing in Jerusalem, and that’s where today’s story starts! It all fits together
as part of God’s big plan!

Pray
“Dear Father in Heaven, thank you that you are always watching over us and
protecting us and keeping us safe. Thank you for fixing things that are broken,
even broken people. Thank you for your love and help us live out that love every
day. Amen”

