FRC Family Worship Devotional
“Esther Saves her people”
Optional: Sing “Be Still and Know” - music is available @ firstrefchurch.ca

PRAY Have the children ‘repeat after me’ for the opening prayer.
“Dear God, we thank you that you are always in control. Even
when things are crazy, you are still protecting us! Help us to
always trust you. Amen”
Ask: “If you could invite anyone you want to a dinner party,
who would you invite? What would you talk about? DO you
think you would invite your greatest enemy?
Give children time to respond

Say: Today we’ll hear how Queen Esther hosted a great party
for the king, and she invited her enemy: Haman!
Say: The story of Esther is a about a unlikely girl who became
a queen. Esther was an orphan, but God used her and her
uncle Mordecai to help keep His people safe.
Say: People like to think that they are in control. But really,
God is in control of everything in heaven and on earth. Even
when Esther’s people were in danger—God put her in a place
to be able to help them! Even though God was in control—
God asked Esther to step out in faith! Let’s hear more.

READ Take turns reading the story of Zechariah

© for “Esther Saves Her People” LifeWay Press (2019) and was taken from The Gospel Project curriculum

Take to Heart
As a family, take time to memorize the Key Bible Passage over the next several weeks!
Take it to heart and notice how God’s Word becomes alive in you!

“And the God of grace, who called you to His eternal glory in
Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself
restore you and make you strong” 1 Peter 5:10

LEARN
Say: Long before the story of Esther took place, God made a
promise to Abraham to make his children into the great nation
of Israel. Sometimes Israel followed God but sometimes they
sinned. Eventually God disciplined Israel for their sin by exiling
them to Babylon for 70 years.

Say: But God would not forget His promise to Abraham. The
Israelites would come home from exile. But some of them
stayed in Persia. That’s where we meet Esther in our story.
Ask: Why was Esther’s uncle Mordecai so upset?
Say: He was upset because he learned about Haman’s plan to
kill all off the Jewish people (that included him & Esther). The
Jews needed someone to speak up for them so Mordecai encouraged Esther to go tell
the king what was happening.
Ask: What could have
happened to Esther for going
to the king without an
invitation?

Say: Esther could have died! It is crazy to think that even
though she was afraid, Esther was still willing to do whatever
it took to protect her people!
Say: Esther’s life reminds us of Jesus. He was also willing to
die to save God’s people.

Say: Just like Haman had a plan to destroy God’s people.
Satan has a plan to destroy God’s creation. Satan thought that
he won when Jesus died on the cross. But God raised Jesus
from the dead and defeated Satan once and for all. All who
believe in Jesus are rescued from Satan’s plan of sin and
death!

PRACTICE YOUR FAITH
An important part of practicing faith is putting into action what we read about in the
Bible! Take some time to think of ways to live out what we read in Zechariah.

Ask: How can you speak up for a friend in need?
Guide kids to think about situations where they may see people being mistreated, such as bullying at school. Remind them that God has commanded us to
treat everyone with love and to protect those in need. Brainstorm some things
they could say to help others.

Pray Give a child the opportunity to lead the family in prayer
“Dear God,
Thank you that you have a plan to save us. Help us to trust in
Jesus more each day. As we love you, can you give us the
courage to speak up for those who are in need. Amen”

Use “The Gospel God’s Plan for Us” to talk in a kid-friendly way with your family about
what it means for Jesus to save us from our sins.

Hint for next week

