
FIRST REFORMED 
CHURCH
keeping

1136 Vansickle Rd N, St. Catharines Ontario L2S 2X3

IN TOUCH
February & March 2010

9 This is how God showed his 

love among us: He sent his 

one and only Son[ into the 

world that we might live 

through him. 10 This is love: 

not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacriÞce 

for[ our sins. 11 Dear friends, 

since God so loved us, we 

also ought to love one 

another.

1 John 4:9-11
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It’s winter."  We should celebrate with the cold 
days and snowfall."  As Canadians we have so much 
climate change throughout the year that we have 
lots to talk about"  to each other day to day."  
February will still be winter, with many of us 
traveling to the southern climates."  That one week, 
or more, gives us that refreshing change again! And 
more to talk about."  Valentines Day this year is on 
a Sunday with another change:"  the new holiday # 
Family Day# on the Monday."  What a great way to 
get together with friends and family. 

In this issue 
you will read 
about two of our 
youth, the 
changes of 
growing up and 
finding a career."

Our own church developing a Spring Bazaar, 
which is a big change for our ladies of the RCW 
who did a wonderful job for years."

Remember, change can be good."  Sometimes it 
can take awhile to get used to, sometimes it doesn't 
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Why did God allow 
this to happen in 
the land of Haiti 
and its people?"
"
OUR ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION AS 
Christians is rooted in our faith. Scripture teaches 
in Psalm 24:1 the earth is the LORD's and 
everything in it, the world and all who live in it. 
But the reality remains that while God is seldom 
thanked for the continual flow of good things, and 
is not seen as the one who governs order needed to 
survive and hold back many catastrophes, He is 
blamed" when by His Almighty" Hand He 
allows" disasters in which innocent lives are lost.

"
The greater aspect of our response to disasters is 
that our response to these crises tells us more 

about ourselves than it does about God. If our 
response to every disaster is to blame God, then we 
will remain hopeless and in fear of the next crisis. 
The answer that avoids blame is known by faith in 
a loving God who in Christ saved us from the great 
tragedy of sin and gives hope that cannot be 
shattered by disaster.

"
So how do we respond?" We must be willing to see 
events like earthquakes and hurricanes and 
lightning and tornados that cause devastation and 
death, as tragedies that must be responded to by 
human beings. First," we respond with shock and 
sadness. Second, we respond with care and respect 
since they, like us, are made in the image of 
God," and need help. Third, we can ask God to 
ensure that aid gets to the needy, that criminal 
activity is held back, that we help rebuild a more 
stable city, and that the people of Haiti, and the 
whole world see the" Almighty Hand of God's 
grace at work.

stick. Sometimes we do it to help others. In the long scheme of things you can still say "remember when", 
but if things don't change, you might not have anything to talk about ! Have a wonderful change of season, 
spring will be here before you know it.

continued from page 1

Check out http://www.rca.org/Haiti to see 
what the Reformed in America is doing to 
help in Haiti.

http://www.rca.org/Haiti
http://www.rca.org/Haiti
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FOR HIS 
RENOWN…..NOVEMBER 2009

Happy Thanksgiving!  I hope that you 
all enjoyed your holiday with family!  
I`ve just finished hosting my first 
Thanksgiving dinner $me, the non#
cook!% and I`m wiped out!  But I 
enjoyed being able to share the holiday 
with some non#American friends.  
Good friends here are one of the main 
things I am thankful for!  Other things 
that I wrote on my turkey are:  Skype 
and email, pumpkin pie, a cozy home, 
nieces, study ability, my roommate, 
holidays, my cat, beauty, Father`s 
provision, and amazing supporters like 
you!

The Father`s clear guidance is another 
thing I am thankful for, but my 
challenge the past several months has 
been learning to be thankful even 
when that guidance is pointing me in a 
direction that I don`t want to go.  This 
summer I was asked to take over the 
role of facilitator $leader% for the 
students in my city $currently 18 
adults%, starting in January.  I really 
resisted this call for many reasons.    
But in my devotions over the summer 
I was stuck in Exodus 3#4.  It quickly 
became clear that I was with Moses 
there at the burning bush, thinking up 
any and every excuse to avoid what 
was clearly God`s will.  So I very 
reluctantly agreed, but the process of 
changing my attitude has been a longer 
journey, and is still in progress.

I share this struggle with you because 
I really covet your prayers as I get 
ready to take on this role.  My focus in 
most of my objections has been myself 
& my time that will disappear, my study 
that will su' er, my fears of criticism 
and not being liked, my insecurities 
about my abilities, etc.  But my focus 
desperately needs to shift to the 
Father, to His plans and purposes for 
those He has called here, to His ability 
to do the job rather than mine, to His 
strength that will carry me.  And my 
focus needs to be on those I will be 
serving, on loving them and 
supporting them in their di( cult 
period of adjustment living and 
studying in a new country.  A devotion 
I read for Thanksgiving said that as we 
thank Him for what He had done, we 
are able to see more and more of His 
glorious riches.  Thus a life of 
thankfulness becomes a life filled with 
miracles.  I`m going to need them! 

Being facilitator for the `Training 
Region`` as we are called, means 
helping people in their first years in a 
new country, which can have a huge 
impact on how e' ective their future 
work will be.  Through this role means 
my own study will become more part#
time over the next year and a half until 
I come home for `home assignments`, 
I have the privilege and opportunity to 
help equip others, not just myself, for 
His service.  May His purposes be 
fulfilled!

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas!  
May we all be thankful this season for 
His amazing gift to us in His Son. 
Peace,

Kim 

Praises :

I`ve recently had several chances to 
share with one of my teachers $the 
sunflower below%, who seems very 
open!  Pry that I would have wisdom 
to follow up with her, and that the 
Father would continue to draw her to 
Him.

A fun `Thanksgiving/birthday weekend 
filled with friends.

Requests :

Christmas & Pry for wisdom and 
opportunities to share the Father`s 
love with my friends during this 
special season.

Facilitator & This month I am in 
training for my new job to start in 
January.  Pry for the Father`s 
equipping, for a heart to serve willingly 
and lovingly, and for peace to calm my 
fears!

Language Coach & We are still looking 
for someone to take over my current 
job.

Miranda & She is really tired from 
study and work.  Pry she would come 
to know the One who can give her 
true rest.

Helen & her exam is December 12th

Discipline & In this increasingly busy 
season, pray I would still be 
disciplined in Chinese study and 
especially time with the Father.

A Letter from Kim

Little Red Riding Hood, Bugs 
Bunny, and a sunßower! At a 
costume party with my teachers.



 IN TOUCH!

! PAGE 5

Photo Directory
THE PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 

would like to invite all families in our 
congregation to participate in the upcoming new 
photo directory.  Ever talk to someone at church 
and then when telling someone else about that 
conversation, not be able to put a name with the 
face you so vividly remember?  Ever seen a prayer 
request for a fellow member and wish you could 
put a face to that name?  

We have a solution!  With everyone’s 
participation, we can produce a great photo 
directory to solve all, well maybe not all, our 
problems.  But wait, it gets even better.  Free !   

Now that I’ve got everyone’s attention, that’s 
the cost of the directory to the church.  Also free 
is ONE 8 x 10 portrait for every family that 
participates.

  Scheduling sheets are set up in the narthex 
for the next few Sundays.  We are also o' ering, for 

your convenience, the ability to sign up online 
from the comfort of your own home!  Just go to 
our church website, firstrefchurch.ca, and click on 
the link in the middle of the page and then follow 
the simple instructions.  The online scheduling 
will only be available Monday thru Saturday. 

You may be wondering if you can bring a pet 
or other props with you.  Sure, you may want your 
dog/cat/bird or other non#exotic pets in your 
portrait, or maybe even other props such as 
musical instruments, bibles, trophies, uniforms 
etc.  You may want to have portraits to include 
grandparents and/or extended family $even non#
members%.  

Also, see the posters regarding the Feed the 
Need program where we can support our 
community needs.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Mel VanSlageren, Carol Wubs, 
Marlene Peacock, Nancy Hough, or Bill VanDyk.  

We will also be looking for volunteers to help 
with the portrait session days.  Many hands make 
for light work!  Thank you. 

Coming soon."""""""""""""""""""  ""  

First Reformed Church 
Bazaar."  

Pack up your garage sale items, 
keep them, until we need them!

Saturday, May 15, 2009 

http://www.firstrefchurch.ca/
http://www.firstrefchurch.ca/
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Bible Faith Mission, 
Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow

INDIA HAS BEEN THE LAND OF 
Hinduism and the caste system.  There are four 
major castes, Brahmins $the Priestly group%, 
Kshetriah $Kings, the rulers%, Vaisiah $the Business 
group% and Sudra $the Servants of the above three%.  
According to the anthropological survey of India 
there are 4,635 groups of people, except the four, 
the remainder are called Avarnas; the lowest level 
was called the Untouchables.  They represent 
almost 30)  of the Indian population, which is 
more than a billion today.  The then Untouchables 
are known as the Dalits of India today.  They are 
socially, economically, educationally and even 
spiritually discriminated and marginalized for 
centuries.  The Indian history says that the Dalits 
were the people of the land before the coming of 
Aryans be 500 B.C.

The Untouchables were treated as slaves. They 
were sold in the markets.  They were not allowed to 
walk on the street $if they wanted to walk, they 
would have to make a cry, saying that Oh! Master 
make your own way, I am the wretched coming & 
even their shadows should not cross a person of a 
higher caste%; and were not allowed to attend 
school or any common place.  They were not even 
allowed to fetch or drink water from a common 
well or pond $even today, in some corners of India 
this is practiced%. When the Dalits lived a life of 
darkness, they were not even allowed to be given a 
good name or to have their own house.  They were 

allowed to live near the banks of the rivers and 
ponds.  They were literally worse o'  than animals.

As their condition was in such a deplorable 
situation, they cried unto the living God for their 
redemption.  The Lord God answered their prayers 
by means of sending missionaries with the gospel.  
The missionaries established churches and shared 
the gospel for the Untouchables & a new dawn was 
raised.

In 1913, the founder of Bible Faith Mission, Rev. 
Dr. Vethanthachari came to South Travancore 
where untouchability was practiced very severely.  
Ladies were not allowed to wear upper garments.  
It is during this time, along with the churches, the 
founder of the Mission started schools.  The poor 
and neglected Dalits were given hope of manhood 
and eternity.  Mass conversion took place.  The 
church grew marvellously.  Most of our parents 
received primary level education from the schools.  
Slowly these people started a life of hope in Christ.  
Unfortunately, the founder died in 1937.  After his 
death the Mission had a disintegration due to the 
lack of leadership and after Independence of India 
in 1947, the Government of India decided to stop 
the little benefit of free education, free housing 
and few employment opportunities to the Dalits 
who had become Christians.  The high caste 
Christian churches deceived the Dalit Christians 
by taking away the schools and most of the church 
properties.

We praise God for His providential grace.  The 
Lord God called Rt Rev. Dr. Moses Swamidas, the 
bishop of our Mission in 1974.  Though he was 
born with many congenital health problems, he was 
able to finish his theological studies and started to 
rebuild the ruined Bible Faith Mission.  Now our 
Mission has nearly 200 churches in three states of 
India and many other philanthropic activities 
among the children, youth and the women.  He 
believes next to God for the development of the 
Dalits education is the priority.   So the Mission 
has started a CBSE school at the BFM campus 
with the help of churches like the Peoples Church 
of Toronto, Canada.  More than half of the 
students are from the Dalit background.  We hope 
for a better tomorrow 

When submitting an article, please 
include the author and/or where the 
contribution came from and also your own 
name "for the purpose of publishing it, but 
also for us to call you if we need to explain 
why we didnÕt include your contribution.

It can still be published anonymously, if 
desired.

continued on page 7
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through education.    A total of 
500 children attend this school 
and ten school bussed pick up 
the students.  Now 17 of our 
young children are in 
engineering courses and 30 are 
in nursing courses.  God willing, 
within 10 years, our community 
will have a great impact through 
the quality of education of our 
school.  We believe that there 
will be doctors, engineers and 
other professionals and 
Christian leaders in our 
churches within a short period 
of time, if the Lord tarries.

We praise God for the sacrificial 
role#play of the Bishop and for 
his life.  We thank the Lord for 
our supporting and praying 
people especially the Peoples 
Church in Toronto, Canada.  
The BFM believes that the 
gospel of Christ is the gospel of 
transformation.  This 
transformation that we attain 
through our churches and 
school will be taken into the 
di' erent parts of India within a 
short period of time, as a people 

of God’s mission go into the 
world and preach the gospel to 
all creatures.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Moses Swamdidas 
wrote this article.

Bill and Mary Snoei visited this 
school when they were in India.

Article submitted by Bill Snoei

Be All There
In Other Words
Rev. Bob Ripley

A BUNCH OF US WERE COMPARING 
sayings our mothers used all the time. The usual 
litany ensued. Each response evoked agreeing 
nods, groans, and laughs.

“Make sure  you have clean underwear on in case 
you have togo to the hospital” “If I’ve told you 
once, I’ve told you a thousand times.” We’ve heard 
them all.

But I heard a new one this time around. 
“Wherever you are, be all there.”

I think that’s a keeper, don’t you? We’ve all found 
ourselves talking to someone who looks like they’re 
mentally replaying last night or dreaming of 
tonight.

Don’t be half there. Pay attention. Give 100 per 
cent.

With Valentine’s Day around the corner, it seems 
especially good to remember.

We men have  our annoying habits. We leave toilet 
seats up and closet doors open. We hold on to 
sweaters that should be given a proper funeral. We 

try and make a three#point shot into the kitchen 
garbage pail with an apple core and usually miss.

We think we are dying when we get a cold. We 
don’t pick up unmentionables from the bedroom 
floor. We refuse to ask for directions. We can sleep 
through a baby hollering in the night but grumble 
if a woman snores.

But above all, we men try and look interested in 
what you’re saying to us and do a lousy job of it. 
While you’re trying to bring us up to date on the 
kids progress at school and the state of family 
finances, our eye is one the hockey game on the  
tube. You may be suggesting plans for this day but 
our focus is on the newspaper sitting on the co' ee 
table

Wherever you are, be all there.

I may be wrong here. Wouldn’t be the first time. 
But along with the flowers and chocolates that may 
come from some men this week, the gift that 
would mean as much or more is the gift of total, 
undivided attention. 

Jesus said we should love God with heart and mind 
and strength. A lesser but important precept would 
be to love someone with heart and mind and 
strength. To stop being half#a#man and be all there. 
To look them in the eye. Listen to what they say. 
Listen to what they don’t say. It could be an even 
bigger hit than the flowers.
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FEBRUARY
07  Mr. Bert Dekker**
10  Mr. Jan Post
      Mrs.  Ashley Ablack
      Danielle Bouw
11  Mrs. Audrey deMol
12  Mrs. Beerdje Schalk
      Mr. Robert Broekema
14   Michael Moes
17   Mr. John Snoei
       Jax Droppert
18   Mr. Nick VanGeest
       Mr. Willy Kisongo
       Beth Adams
21   Mr. Gerrit Moes**
       Mr. Martin Vuyk
       Mrs. Marley Droppert
22   Corinna 
BrestvanKempen
       Christopher Frazer
23   Ethan Vanderlee
24   Mr. Walter Bouw
       Mrs. Gaye Nauta

       Mr. Bill Snoei
25   Mrs. Lena VanAtte
       Mrs. Kathy Veld
28   Mr. Norm Witteveen

MARCH
01   Mr. Stephen Bouw
       Matthew Moes
03   Heather Wubs
05   Marissa Vanderlee
07   Mr. Darrell Brenneman
09   Mr. Andries Rynberk**
       Adrienne Schonewille
       Joshua Moes
10   Jacob Visser
13   Mrs. Patty Easby
14   Mr. Harry Schonewille
15   Marlee Vanderlee
17   Mr. Peter VanGeest
20   Tim Moes
21   Mr. Arie Nieuwland**
       Mrs. Teresa DeJong
       Corey Easby
22   Mrs. Ricki Bleijerveld
23   Mrs. Cristine Huurman
       Josh Witteveen
24   Mr. Ken Schonewille
25   Mrs. Ada Louwes
26   Mrs. Marlene Peacock
       Mrs. Linda Bouw
       Mrs. Janet Schonewille
28   Ms. Corinne Darby
       Mr. Graham Poirier
30   Mr. Hendrik Westera**

       Matthew VanDyk
31   Mrs. Nel Nieuwland**
       Mrs. Janny Verkuyl

APRIL
02   Mrs. Theresa Dyck
       Jason Daniel
03   Christina Lenc
04   Mrs. Miep VanGeest
05   Mrs. Nel 
BrestvanKempen
       Mr. Ralph deGroot
06   Jeffrey Adams
07   Ms. Helen Hiebert
       Julianne Moretton
       Melanie Botbyl
09   Mrs. Carol Moes
10   Mrs. Donna Gram**
       Mr. Bill Easby
12   Mrs. Dorothy 
Veenhof**
       Dalton Maracle
14   Mr. Joe Verkuyl**
       Mrs. Corrie Vanderlely

** indicates that this 
person has reached the age of 
80 years. A special 
congratulations to you! If 
your birthday does not 
appear on this list, please 
accept our apologies and our 
birthday congratulations and 
call Wendy DeHaan at 905 
937 1867. so that your name 
can be added to our list.
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MRS. GRETA 
LANGERAAP RESIDES IN 
Vineland Mennonite Home.  
Before moving to Vineland she 
resided at the White Street 
Apartments, in St. Catharines 
for a number of years.

Mrs. Langeraap was 
born 1915 in Friesland, 
which is a province of 
the Netherlands.  The 
actual place was di( cult 
to pronounce she said.

Mr. and Mrs. 
Langeraap were married 
in 1940 and moved to 
Germany to farm.  They 
were there until after the 
Second World War and 
returned to the 
Netherlands in 1945.  In 
1948 they decided to 
immigrate to Canada and 
arrived in Chatham 
where they stayed for 
three months.  She 
explained that friends or 
family members 
sponsored most immigrants.  
Mr. and Mrs. Langeraap 
sponsored over 150 families who 
emigrated from the Netherlands 
and started them on the right 
foot after their arrival in 
Canada.

The Langeraap’s decided to 
move on and came to Dunnville 
where they purchased a farm 
and stayed there for 23 years.  
The late Rev. Zegerius was their 
pastor.  They were members of 
the Marantha Reformed Church 
in Wainfleet.  Mrs. Langeraap 
proudly indicated that the 

church was originated in their 
home.

From Dunnville it was o'  to 
Welland for the Langeraap’s 
where they purchased the 
Rosewell Motel.  The motel was 
sold after a few years of 

operation.  The price was right 
she explained.  

Mr. Langeraap passed away 
in 1981.  Mrs. Langeraap has 
three children, two daughters 
Ge and Rika and one son 
Simon, 10 grandchildren and 24 
great#grandchildren.

Greta explained that she 
used to knit baby blankets for 
the less fortunate but her 
arthritis and deteriorating 
eyesight hinders her.  From 
having been such an active lady, 
this is quite a change for her to 
adapt to a change of lifestyle at 
an older age.  Greta still takes 

her rollator down the hall to 
dinner.  She says that she is 
thankful to the Lord that He 
gave her 93 years.  She loves to 
receive a visit and is thankful to 
all friends who have visited her.  
Greta indicated that she 
thought that she was still in 
good enough health to not be in 
a home for the aged even 
though the service and care is 

excellent.  Be nice to 
your children because 
they will decide which 
place is best for us.

Thank you for this day, 
Lord

And for the wind and 
rain

We think of many barren 
lands

Where no one would 
complain

Thank you for the time 
we shared

And for our plans and 
schemes.

We think of people 
round this world

Who lost their hopes and 
dreams

Thank you for life’s simple 
things

For blessings on the way,

For all we take granted Lord

And thank You for today

Irish Hesselden

Interviewed by
 Gerbil

For the In Touch

Our Church Family



 IN TOUCH!

! PAGE 10

The Story of the 
VandenBerg’s

IN THE SPRING OF THE 
year 1957, the five members of 
our little family left the good 
old country $The Netherlands% 
by airplane and arrived the same 
day in Montreal, Canada.  From 
Montreal we were transported 
by train all the way to 
Vancouver, B.C.  There we were 
greeted by a team from Hope 
Reformed Church of Vancouver 
and taken to a temporary place.

Going to church was up 
until that time a fairly regular 
experience but with no special 
commitments.  In no time, I 
was involved in visiting the 
congregation with an elder and 
next thing was being elected as 
a Youth Elder.  In the two years 
it took little for the Lord God 
Almighty to get through to me 
for a call to the ministry.

In 1959 we left for Orange 
City, Iowa, U.S.A. to start my 
studies of preparation.  While at 
Northwestern College in Iowa, 
our youngest son John 
Christopher was born.  With 
God`s help, I completed my 
four years of obtaining my B.A. 

Degree in three 
years.  

In l962 we 
moved from 
Orange City to 
Holland, MI 
where I started 
on the three 
year study for 
the B.D. 
Degree for 
ministers in the 
RCA.

In the 
summer of 
1965, I 
graduated and 
that same 
summer we 
moved to Guelph, Ontario.  Our 
second church was Grace 
Reformed Church, Surrey, B.C.  
Our third call was to the church 
in Cambridge, Ontario and 
from there we moved to St. 
Catharines, Ontario.

In 1991, I accepted to 
become the pastor of a little 
church called Faith Community 
Church, which I served for over 
15 years.  Then an accident 
happened, first I broke my leg, 
and then two months later my 
wife did the same thing.

This is the short version of 
the VandenBerg family.

Text Submitted by

Pastor VandenBerg

The picture was taken at th"  
celebration of Pastor VandenBerg`s 
80th birthday.  The celebration too# 
place at White St. Apartments 
surrounded by family and $iends.
We wish you many more years under 
God`s care.
Gerbil

Our Church Family""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""  
""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""  

Dear members of First Reformed Church

" In the last couple of issue's of the  “In 
Touch'' we have interviewed many of our 
members and printed interesting stories from 
the past. We are thankful for your 
cooperation.  It would be nice for the 
participation of young and older. """""""""""""""""""""""""  

It would be a bit easier for us if you could 
please give us notice in advance, then we 
would be able to schedule an appropriate time 
for taking pictures along with the interviews.

If you would rather send your story to us 
with a picture, feel free, otherwise let one of 
the committee members know or call “Gerbil” 
at 905#562#7157; e#mail bvandyk1@cogeco.ca.

Thank you.

mailto:bvandyk1@cogeco.ca
mailto:bvandyk1@cogeco.ca
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OUR INTERVIEWS FOR THIS ISSUE OF 
the In Touch come from the heart of Vineland 
where Mr. and Mrs. Jake and Trudy Labrie are 
residing.

Jake was born in 1921 in Vianen, The 
Netherlands.  Jake had eight 
brothers and three sisters.  
He has one surviving 
brother, Koos, who is a ripe 
age of 94 years and resides 
at Albright Manor in 
Beamsville.

From 1935#1949 Jake 
worked in the flower 
industry.  He immigrated to 
Canada in 1949 and landed a 
job at Schenk Farms, close 
to Seventh Street, for one 
year.

He told us that there 
was a streetcar running from 
Port Dalhousie to the 
Collegiate downtown St. 
Catharines where he went to 
school to learn the English 
language.  Interesting enough at that time they 
needed to cross the Q.E.W. on foot in order to get 
to the designated area to be picked up.  This was 
against the law and when stopped by a police 
o( cer, it took some explaining that this was the 
only transportation they had.  The o( cer let him 
o'  the hook.  Jake said it helped that I told him 
that I was attending school $I should remember 
that line%.  Times have changed.

In 1950 Jake was hired by G.M. and worked 
there until 1985.  Jake has been retired for over 25 
years.  

He explained that they were one of the first 
members of First Reformed Church.  Jake served 
on consistory for many years; one term as a deacon 
and six terms as an elder.  Some memories were 
shared, some concerns were mentioned, what the 
church was and is, globally.  

Jake also shared that many of their friends he 
grew up with and served with have passed away.  
They are thankful to the Lord that he and Trudy 
are still together.  Jake is not as mobile as he used 
to be.  For many years he has been struggling with 

deteriorating knees, but 
otherwise seems to be as 
strong as a bear.  Jake loves 
the Psalms.  He shared that 
they really spoke to him.

Trudy $nee Anker% was born 
in Boskoop, the Netherlands 
on October 9, 1927.  She 
immigrated to Canada with 
her family in 1950.  The 
Anker family worked at 
Prudhomme Farms.

Trudy and Jake met each 
other through a friend $blind 
date%.  They decided to get 
married on April 12, 1952.  
They were blessed with 
three children; Agnes, Grace 
and Jim as well as five 

grandchildren.  Trudy is the sister of Kryna van 
Geest $Pete% and Claudia Poirier $Graham%.

The last few years Trudy went through a lot of 
agony with back and hip pain as well as high blood 
pressure and many other problems.  She recently 
had a fall in which cracked her tailbone.  Through 
this all, she continues to be strong in her faith in 
the Lord.

Trudy is still active one day a week as she 
volunteers with the serving of soup and buns as a 
fundraiser for the Mennonite home.  She also knits 
prayer shawls for here and overseas.

Trudy and Jake are living at the Orchard View 
Apartments.  They would love to have a visit with 
good co' ee $en wat erbij%.

Continued on page 12
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Reece Schonewille

"
REECE ATTENDED EDEN HIGH 

School, graduated and took a year o'  from his 
studies to work for his dad and travel."  Two 
friends of his left at the end of January in a car and 
drove across the United States, through Missouri 
where they visited his Aunt and Uncle.  They 
travelled on to California where they toured for a 
few weeks, then onward to Florida where their car 
was slightly damaged, but they made it home just 
after Easter."  College was his next destination, in 
Ottawa."  Algonquin College took him on in the 
two year construction Engineering Course, 
graduating in 2007.

Why did you take this course?"  " I had been 
working with my dad $Dave% for a couple of years, 
so I knew about the business and I wanted to get 
some more experience."

How did you get the job you are doing now? 
"In the last semester of school, I used the school’s 
website that posted local companies that were 
looking for graduates."  I had a couple of 
interviews with several companies."  The last one 
was with DSEL, David Schae' er Engineering 
Ltd.%.  They o' ered me a job almost immediately, 
and I started work right after school."  I had my 
last exam on a Friday, and started work on the 
Monday."

How do you like it?  “Great!  Almost exactly 
what I went to school for, but I still learned more 
in the first two months at work than two years at 
school, but the learning curve wasn't too bad."  
The o( ce atmosphere is great.  I spend most of 
my time in the summer doing inspections in the 
field, so I still get out of the o( ce a lot, which 
changes things up".

Reece lives in a condo in Kanata, where he 
enjoys trail hiking, hockey, snow boarding and is 
looking forward to spending time with his new 
puppy. 

Reported to and submitted by
 Wendy Schonewi%"

For the In Touch

Psalm 62 vs. 5,6,7 and 8

Find rest, O my soul, in God alone

My hope comes from Him.

He alone is my rock and my salvation

He is my fortress, I will not be shaken

My salvation and my honour depend 
on God

He is my might rock, my refuge

Trust in Him at all times. O people

Pour out your hearts to Him

For God is our refuge.

Interviewed by
Gerbil

For the In Touch

continued from page 11

Where are they now?""""  
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Joshua Witteveen
"

NORM AND NELLIE WITTEVEEN
 have seen their son attend E.L.Crossely High 
School"  in Fonthill, then go on to Niagara 
College in Welland."  He has grown to great 
heights, literally , and graduated from the Police 
Foundations Diploma Program.

He then did a year with the Niagara 
Regional Police Training Unit, participating in a"""  
co#op the first semester. """  I asked Joshua 
what lead you to this career, to which" he gave 
me this biography:"

" "Since day one, I've wanted to be a Police 
O( cer and to serve my community."  When I 
was in college my professor, Terry Holub, who 
taught me Youth in Criminal Justice, really got 
me started in this direction."  He said " You 
know Josh, there are other ways to serve as a 
peace o( cer and one is corrections." Mr. Holub 
worked for Corrections Canada, as a parole 
o( cer, but now is head of the Community & 
Justice Services."

"  "It was on the 28th of November, 2008 
that I had to apply online on the careers field in 
the federal public service."  On the 28th of 
February, 2009 I had my interview in Kingston."  
I had to do a scenario where I worked for an auto 
business and had to help a customer out as his car 
had problems."  Then I had to write a report to 
my supervisor on the problem. Then there were 
questions about my past."  I passed this and 
moved on to references."  I got a call on April 1, 
2009 and was moving on to the medical, which I 
did in London, Ontario April 9, 2009. As I did 
not want to wear glasses on the job, I had Custom 
Lasik on April 13, and now I am seeing the world 
pretty well 20/20!"  I continued to work as I 
waited for my results due to the medical and got a 
call mid May saying they needed another medical, 
June 15.""  I was starting my 8 week online 
courses with five online tests that had to have a 
70 average."  At the end of July, I went back to 
Kingston and wrote my theory test on all that I 
learned from the prior weeks."  I passed and 
moved on to the next book they gave us, with 

only two weeks to complete."  At the end of the 
month, back to Kingston I went to where I wrote 
the test on that book and passed."  I attended 
Core on August the 4th where I learned the 
physical skills and theory skills to be a Federal 
Correctional O( cer."  It was a very di( cult time.""  
The weapons range was fun but challenging as we 
only had 2 days per weapon to learn and qualify."  
We are the only 

agency in 
Canada or 
further that 
gets to qualify 
on 4 weapons 
in 2 !  weeks.""  

I had many 
courses from 
self#defense to 
arrest and I 
graduated 
core."  Our 
core is CTP 
0910#08 and I 
will always 
remember my 
time there."  I 

then had 2 weeks on the job training and on 
October 23, 2009 I signed my contract with 
Corrections Canada. I am currently working at 
the Kingston Penitentiary. """

"I am enjoying my job, some days are 
challenging and stressful, but a lot of time it's 
good. Everyday is challenging and I am learning a 
lot of new skills."

" "I can say God was with me every step of 
the way and I could not have done this without 
him."  I still need him everyday to protect me 
and help me with the very huge negative 
environment."  Who knows where this will take 
me?"  This has opened a lot of doors and I am 
excited to start my career this early in the 
service."

Reported to and

Submitted by Wendy Schonewille
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Church  

is a place of worship and many other wholesome, 
positive activities.

It's far more than a building."  It's a " body#building 
facility with unlimited power. It builds, strengthens 
and encourages the body of believers."

Some go to church to take a walk:
Some go to church to laugh and talk:
Some go there to meet a $iend:
Some go there, their time to spend:
Some go there to doze and nod:
The wise go there to worship God.

Submitted by Wendy Schonewille

Date 9:20 AM 10:20 AM

Nursery Schedule

Feb 7 2010 Brenda Vanslageren Brittany Schoewille Tara Groot Melanie Botbyl

Feb 14 2010 Carol Wubs Danielle Broekema Wendy Schonewille Rachel Schonewille

Feb 21 2010 Cheryl Prudhomme Emily Crowley Alison Vanhartingsveld Samantha Visser

Feb 28 2010 Corinna Visser Gloria Botbyl Christine Lenc Sarah Dyck

Mar 7 2010 Evelyn Moes Heather Schonewille Bethann Vanslageren Adrienne Schoewille

Mar 14 2010 Jeanette Etherington Jessica Botbyl Bethany Moes Alyssa Botbyl

Mar 21 2010 Katelyn Easby Justine Dyck Brenda Vanslageren Amy Vanderlee

Mar 28 2010 Lynn Veld Leah Broekema Carol Wubs Ashely Moes

April 4 2010 Marlene Peacock Marissa Vanderlee Cheryl Prudhomme Brittany Schoewille

April 11 2010 Tara Groot Melanie Botbyl Corinna Visser Danielle Broekema
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photo by Bonnie G #2

Nutrition Facts
Serving Size 1 (791g)

Recipe makes 6 servings

Calories 723
Calories from Fat 192 (26%)

Amount Per Serving %DV

Total Fat 21.4g 32%

Saturated Fat 7.4g 36%

Monounsaturated Fat 8.6g

Polyunsaturated Fat 2.2g

Trans Fat 0.5g

Cholesterol 87mg 29%

Sodium 2438mg 101%

Potassium 2172mg 62%

Total Carbohydrate 86.1g 28%

Dietary Fiber 17.8g 71%

Sugars 36.7g

Protein 47.0g 93%

Vitamin A 1486mcg 29%

Vitamin B6 1.2mg 59%

Vitamin B12 3.3mcg 55%

Vitamin C 73mg 123%

Vitamin E 3mcg 11%

Calcium 196mg 19%

Iron 10mg 55%

detailed view...

how is this calculated?

The Best Chili You Will Ever
Taste Recipe #73166

This is the best chili recipe I have ever tried. I'm not sure where
the recipe originated, but it is amazing! Sometimes, I don't
bother adding all four cans of the kidney beans and it still turns
out wonderful. Once anyone tastes this chili, they will be
begging for the recipe!! Enjoy!

by AmandaAOates

2!  hours | 30 min prep

SERVES 6 -8

2 teaspoons oil

2 onions, chopped

3 cloves garlic, minced

1 lb lean ground beef

3/4 lb beef sirloin, cubed

1 (14 1/2 ounce) can diced tomatoes

1 can dark beer

1 cup strong coffee

2 (6 ounce) cans tomato paste

1 can beef broth

1/2 cup brown sugar

3 1/2 tablespoons chili sauce

1 tablespoon cumin

1 tablespoon cocoa

1 teaspoon oregano

1 teaspoon cayenne

1 teaspoon coriander

1 teaspoon salt

4 (15 ounce) cans kidney beans

4 chili peppers, chopped

Heat oil.1.
Cook onions, garlic and meat until brown.2.
Add tomatoes, beer, coffee, tomato paste and beef broth.3.
Add spices Stir in 2 cans of kidney beans and peppers.4.
Reduce heat and simmer for 1 1/2 hours.5.
Add 2 remaining cans of kidney beans and simmer for
another 30 minutes.

6.

© 2009 Recipezaar. All Rights Reserved.

Eet Smaakelyk Recipe

This is a favourite recipe that is done at family night dinners on Wednesday nights. 

We have put together a “cookbook” at recipezaar of the recipes that we’ve done over the years. you can find 
it at : http://www.recipezaar.com/cookbook.php?bookid=262149

or by searching for “family night” in recipezaar.com

http://www.recipezaar.com/cookbook.php?bookid=262149
http://www.recipezaar.com/cookbook.php?bookid=262149
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CALL 905-562-7157
The Woodstock Dutch Theatre Group presents

ÒMister Doe-Het-ZelfÓ
Een blijspel in drie bedrijven door Hans van Wijngaarden

Friday, March 26th 2010 at 8.00 PM

Great Lakes Christian College
4875 King Street, Beamsville, Ontario

Admission: $15 Ð Tickets available in advance or at the door
Net proceeds to McNally House, Grimsby

For tickets, please send cheque and stamped self-addressed envelope to

Also playing at
Market Centre Theatre in Woodstock on Friday, March 12th 2010 at 8.00 PM
Saturday, March13th at 2.30PM and 8.00 PM
London Dutch Canadian Hall in London on Friday, April 9th 2010 at 8.00 PM
Blyth Festival Theatre in Blyth on Saturday, April 17th 2010 at 8.00 PM

Adrian Rodenburg
RR#4, Thamesford, ON

N0M 2M0
519 283 6285

Ankie Van Haastert
RR#4, Woodstock, ON

N4S 7V8
519 424 2985
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Love is patient, 
love is kind. It 
does not envy, it 
does not boast, 
it is not proud. 
It is not rude, it 
is not self-
seeking, it is not 
easily angered, 
it keeps no 
record of 
wrongs.  Love 
does not delight 
in evil but 
rejoices with 
the truth. It 
always protects, 
always trusts, 
always hopes, 
always 
perseveres.

Which book of the bible is the above passage from?

___________________________________

Kids Page


